order to reconstruct the palaeoclimate of the Barremian (Weissert et al. 1979) .
Peter Hochuli demonstrated his adaptability and versatility when he completed his habilitation on Palynostratigraphy of the Permo-Carboniferous of northeastern Switzerland in 1985 at the University of Z€ urich. The same year, he left university for the oil industry to work as a stratigrapher for Esso Production Research European, later Esso REP, B egles, Bordeaux, France. For 10 years at Esso, he worked as part of a team on material from the entire Phanerozoic of the northern hemisphere from northern Norway to Central Africa.
In 1995 Peter moved from France back to Switzerland and rejoined academia. He was appointed senior lecturer at the universities of Fribourg and Z€ urich. In addition to his university career, he continued to work as a consultant on biostratigraphy. At this time Peter and Helmut Weissert resumed their collaboration on Cretaceous palaeoclimatology and palaeoceanography, and so this long-lasting and extremely productive cooperation was reestablished. Helmut and Peter co-authored several influential articles, for example on the floral response to mid-Cretaceous oceanic anoxic events (Hochuli et al. 1999) .
During 2002 Peter joined Hugo Bucher's research group at the Palaeontological Institute and Museum, University of Z€ urich, and in 2008 he was appointed professor. In the early 2000s, Peter worked on Cretaceous palaeoclimates and the early evolutionary history of the angiosperms, from material collected in Brazil and Portugal in collaboration with Helmut Weissert and his two PhD students Stefan Burla and Ulrich Heimhofer (e.g. Hochuli et al. 2006; Heimhofer et al. 2007 Heimhofer et al. , 2012 Heimhofer and Hochuli 2010) . With Hugo Bucher and others, he also undertook multidisciplinary research projects on palaeoclimate and vegetational changes across the Permian-Triassic transition (e.g. Galfetti et al. 2007a Galfetti et al. , 2007b Hochuli et al. 2010a; SchneebeliHermann et al. 2015) . Peter and his co-workers, including PhD students Elke Hermann and Anna Sanson-Barrera, succeeded in demonstrating that plants responded in much more complex ways than previously thought to changing environmental conditions during mass extinctions, with shifts due largely to environmental changes rather than evolutionary phenomena and/or paced by volcanic pulses (e.g. Hermann et al. 2010 Hermann et al. , 2011 Hochuli et al. 2010b; SchneebeliHermann et al. 2013; Romano et al. 2013; Sanson-Barrera et al. 2015) .
Despite Peter's interest in unravelling the palaeoecological aspects of plant evolution and its intimate link to palaeoenvironmental change, he never lost interest in the stratigraphical value of palynomorphs. He continued, for example, to work on material from the Barents Sea that he first examined during his time in the oil industry (Hochuli et al. 1989; Mørk et al. 1990 ). He did this in close collaboration with Norwegian colleagues, in particularly the palynologist Jorunn Os Vigran. This work resulted in a series of pioneering publications from this region and, in one of his last research projects, he returned to the Triassic palynostratigraphy of the Barents Sea region (Vigran et al. 2014) . Peter was best known for his work on terrestrially derived palynomorphs (e.g. Hochuli 1981 ); however, he also had significant experience with Mesozoic and Cenozoic dinoflagellate cysts (e.g. Hochuli 1978; Hochuli and Kelts 1980; Jan du Chêne et al. 1986; van Veen et al. 1998; Hochuli and Frank 2000) . Furthermore, Peter was never afraid of presenting provocative ideas, so long as they were based on robust evidence. An example of this is his discovery, together with Susanne Feist-Burkhardt, of early angiosperm pollen grains from the Middle Triassic (Hochuli and Feist-Burkhardt 2004; Hochuli and Feist-Burkhardt 2013) .
Peter was one of the few scientists who managed to develop an integrated approach by combining his broad palaeobotanical expertise with his deep knowledge of geology and sedimentology. This effortless polymathy enabled him to successfully tackle some of the big questions in the evolutionary history of plants. Peter Hochuli was an outstanding scientist and research partner. One of the aspects of his character, so often missing in the world of science, was his ability to listen to others and to argue with colleagues in an utterly respectful way. Both his colleagues and his students appreciated Peter's willingness to share his enthusiasm, experience and passion for the twin sciences of palaeobotany and palynology. In his 40 years of palynological research, Peter published over 120 articles, as well as numerous unpublished technical reports. Many of his papers are highly cited, extensively read, and published in high-profile journals. Despite his declining health, he was scientifically active right to the end of his life.
Peter Hochuli will always be remembered as an extremely dedicated scientist, and an amiable, cheerful and helpful colleague. He was a dedicated and inspiring teacher and mentor with a fantastic sense of humour. Furthermore, he was always very gentle, hardworking, modest, perceptive, polite and supportive. For many younger colleagues, Peter's scientific guidance was of outstanding value. He is deeply missed.
